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LEVEL 4  YEAR 5/6 

Key concept 

In an ever-changing world, the Melbourne Cup, since its very first running in 1861, has 

remained a constant in Australian culture.  

 

Focusing questions 

1. How has the Melbourne Cup event changed since its first running in 1861, over 150 

years ago? 

2. How can aspects of Australian history be seen through Australian Thoroughbred 

Racing? 

3. What makes a Melbourne Cup icon? 

 

National Sports Museum exhibition focus  

Champions  Thoroughbred Racing Gallery 

 

 

VELS dimensions addressed  

Physical, Personal and Social Learning:   Interpersonal Development  

Civics and Citizenship 

Discipline-based Learning:  English 

Humanities and History 

The Arts 

Inter Disciplinary  

Learning 

 

Design, Creativity and Technology 

ICT 

Thinking 

 

 
 

 

© Written and developed by Leah Hyland, Racing Victoria, Adriana Agosta & Patrick Watt, 

National Sports Museum. 

Front cover photograph: Three Jockeys on horseback. Courtesy of Australian Racing 

Museum 
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Overview  

Every year on the first Tuesday in November people everywhere stop to watch this historic 

race. Tens of thousands attend the day at Flemington racecourse in Victoria and millions more 

around the world watch and listen on television, radio or via the Internet.  

  

Thoroughbred Racing in Aust

past dating back to European settlement.  

 

Prior to visiting the Champions-Thoroughbred Racing Gallery at the National Sports Museum, 

students will spotlight significant events in Austral

since the running of the first Melbourne Cup.   

 

 

 

 

Pre-visit Activities  
 

Introduce the Key Concept:   
 
In an ever-changing world, the Melbourne Cup, since its very first running in 1861, has 

remained a constant in Australian culture.  
 
With the Melbourne Cup as the focus title and as an introduction to the theme, students use 

one or more of the Thinking Tools below to gather and share ideas/perceptions of the 

Melbourne Cup. 

 
As the unit progresses, student responses continue to be displayed.  

 

Thinking Tools 

 

¶ Blog  

The term blog comes from web log, which is an online personal diary or journal. Blogs are 

generally available for the public to read and to enter comments about the daily entries or 

postings. 

 

¶ Brainstorm   

An instructional tactic used for group problem -solving that involves the spontaneous 

contribution of ideas from all members of the group.  

   

¶ Bundling   

Uses inductive thinking and is a tactic in which ideas or responses are grouped or 'bundled' 

into various categories decided upon by the students or participants.   

 

¶ Card cluster   
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A card cluster is an effective way of grouping ideas. Individually or in groups, students write 

one idea on a card. The cards are grouped to create a visual display.  

 

¶ Concept map  

Concept maps are tools for organising and representing knowledge.  They illustrate concepts 

and the relationships between them.  These links are indicated by words that specify the 

relationship between two or more concepts. Concept maps provide a process for students to 

build their understanding by progressively adding information and increasing the complexity of 

the links.   They can be used for formative and summative assessment. 

 

¶ Graffiti Wall  

A  Graffiti Wall is a cooperative learning strategy that facilitates brainstorming.  

 

¶ Hot-seating  

Adopting the role of a character (e.g. book/movie) to answer questions posed by the audience, 

from the viewpoint of the character being enacted.                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

Focus 1: What changes have occurred in the history of Australia and the 

Melbourne Cup since 1861?  

 
Activity 1-Character Profile  

 
Materials:  

¶ Article 1- Cup-  

¶ Resource 1- Melbourne Cup Characters 

¶ Worksheet 1-Character Profile  

 

Students read information on: - (Article 1). 

 
¶ Each student selects a character from Resource 1-Melbourne Cup Characters.                             

The characters provide a snapshot of the people and the thoroughbreds that were part 

of the first running of the Melbourne Cup.  

 
¶ Students read the information text about their character before creating a profile.                 

(Worksheet 1: Character Profile) 

 

Before completing the  Character Profile, encourage students to think about  fashion and 

lifestyles dating back 150 years as well as, the emotions linked to attending the first       

Melbourne Cup . The following suggestions are ways in which student findings can be 

presented: 
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¶ A conversation between characters to find out more about each other.  

 

¶ Students conduct an in-depth interview with a character to reach a better 

understanding of the person and his/her life in 1861.  

 

¶ Students undertake research  to familiarise themselves with the 1861 Melbourne Cup 

event before staging their own 1861 Melbourne Cup Day.  

 

¶ Organise a day when students dress as their chosen character.  

 

¶ Enhance the topic with a visit to Champions-Thoroughbred Racing Gallery at the 

National Sports Museum. 

 

¶ Engage in The Subzero Goes to School Program, an education program run by Racing 

Victoria which brings the 1992 Melbourne Cup winning horse, Subzero to your school. 

 

¶  For more information on this program visit www.racingmuseum.com.au  or call 03 

9258 4886. Alternatively: see dates on National Sports Museum website for when Sub 

Zero visits that National Sports Museum.  

 

 

Focus 2: How can aspects of Australian history be  seen through Australian 

Thoroughbred Racing?  
 

Activity 2-150 years Melbourne Cup Timeline 

 

Materials:  

 
¶ Resource 2-Timeline of the Melbourne Cup 

¶ Resource 3-Melbourne Cup winners 

¶ Library  

¶ Internet Research 

 

Lesson Plan: 

 
1. Print copies of Resource 2-Timeline of the Melbourne Cup.  

 

2. Students read through the timeline, listing on a whiteboard the names of the Melbourne Cup 

winning horses. 

 

3.  

alongside Thoroughbred Racing.  

 

4. Divide the class into small groups.  

 

5. Assign a Melbourne Cup winning horse to each group.  

 

6. Each group researches its designated Melbourne Cup winning horse as well as  significant 

events in Australian and global history for the same  year.  

http://www.racingmuseum.com.au/


 

 6 The Melbourne Cup Ò National Sports Museum Ltd. 2011 

 

7. Prepare a wall chart of a timeline . 

 

8. Add all the information  gathered by each student group to the timeline.  

 

Optional Activities: 

 

¶ Each student undertakes individual research on a Melbourne Cup winning horse and 

the historical events, both  

Melbourne Cup. 

¶ Students undertake the study of a particular year in Australian history. They work in 

small groups and use a range of resources (internet,  texts etc) to create a diorama of 

events, pertaining to that year and including the Melbourne Cup.  

¶ Reflecting on 150 years of racing history, students write an Information Text from the 

perspective of a Racegoer attending the Melbourne Cup in a particular year.   

Focus 3:  What makes a Melbourne Cup Icon? 

 
Activity 3 : Icons of the Melbourne Cup 
 

Materials:  

 
¶ Resource 4: Racing Icon Cards-Make cards: print,  laminate and cut  

¶ Library  

¶ Internet Research 

¶ Visit to the Champions-Thoroughbred Racing Gallery at the National Sports Museum 

 

Divide the class into groups of 8 students. Each group is given a Racing Icon card to read. 

The group undertakes further research on their icon.  

 

As a focus for their research, students are asked to consider the following tasks:  

 

¶ List adjectives that aptly describe the icon. (E.g. Strong, intelligent, thoughtful)  

 

¶ What is the job/role of your icon in the racing industry?  

 

¶ Why is your icon admired/celebrated within (a) Australia (b) Thoroughbred Racing 

sport? 

Each group records and collates information acquired as a resul t of their research.  Group 

findings on each icon are shared with the class. 

 

Visit the Champions-Thoroughbred Racing Gallery at the National Sports Museum to gain 

further insights into each icon. 
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Visiting the National Sports Museum  

 
Before visiting the National Sports Museum, it is recommended that students read the Post 

Visit Activities in this document.  

 

Use the Gallery research Sheet available on page 24. Find answers to questions using the 

Gallery Research Sheet (Resource 6) whilst exploring Champions-Thoroughbred Racing 

Gallery. 

 

There are many stories and colourful characters to be found in the Australian Racing Industry.         

Encourage students to read the text panels in the Champions-Thoroughbred Racing Gallery to 

gain further information on th e displayed objects.   

                                                                                   

Post Visit Activities  

 
Revisit Key Concept:  In an ever-changing world, the Melbourne Cup, since its very first 

running in 1861, has remained a constant in Australian culture.  
 

Activity 4: Recreate a Thoroughbred Racing Story 

 

Resources: 

 
¶ Multi -media equipment 

¶ Library  

¶ Internet r esearch 

¶ Poster paper 

¶ Art m aterials  

¶ Dress ups 

¶ Visit to Champions-Thoroughbred Racing Gallery at the National Sports Museum 

Each group works to produce a written script or story recounting 150 years of the 

Thoroughbred Racing Industry.    

                                                                                                                         Students are asked to 

draw on all the information collected on their chosen icon                            (Activity 3).     

                                                                                                                                

 It is important that  students involve the teacher throughout the process leading up to the 

presentation.  

                                                                                                                                                          

The following are ideas on story presentation: 

 

¶ A short film  

¶ A radio interview  

¶ A multi -media presentation  

¶ A puppet show 

¶ A cartoon 

¶ A diorama



Indicators of student  achievement and assessment strategies  

The activities in these materials address the following dimensions of VELS: 

 

 

Interpersonal Development: Working in teams  

Students work in groups to prepare wall charts.  

 

Personal Learning: Managing personal learning  

Students complete short tasks by planning and allocating appropriate time and resources.  

 

English: Reading; Writing; Speaking and listening  

Students read and respond to an increasing range of imaginative and informative texts with 

some unfamiliar ideas and information, vocabulary and textual features.  

Students write texts containing several logically ordered paragraphs that express opinions and 

include ideas and information about familiar topics.  

Students vary their speaking and listening for a small range of contexts, purposes and 

audiences. 

 

 

Thinking Processes: Reasoning, processing and inquiry; Reflection, evaluation and 

metacognition  

Students develop strategies for organising and summarising information and reflecting on 

their thinking.  

questions. 

Students identify and provide reasons for their point of view and justify changes in their 

thinking.  

Source: Adapted from the Victorian Essential Learning Standards, VCAA 2005 
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Additional resources  

 

Tour of the MCG 

During your visit to the National Sports Museum at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, we also 

suggest that you take an MCG Tour. Our bookings staff will help schedule this. It is an 

excellent opportunity to make special use of the reduced price combination pack age.  

 
Additional Resources 

 
Internet Sites 

 
¶ http://www.melbournecup.com/melbourne -cup-carnival/  

¶ www.racingvictoria.net.au  

¶ www.nsm.org.au 

¶ www.vrc.net.au 

¶ http://www.bartcummings.com.au/  

¶ http://www.sahof.org.au/  

¶ http://clatterymachinery.wordpress.com/2006/09/03/the -top-20-greatest-banjo-

paterson-poems-of-all - time/  

¶ http://www.wallisandmatilda.com.au/banjo -paterson-poems.shtml  

Books 

¶ The Cup , Slattery Media, 2009 

¶ First Tuesday in November-The Story of the Melbourne Cup by D.L Bernstein, 

Heinemann, Melbourne, 1969 

 
 

  

http://www.melbournecup.com/melbourne-cup-carnival/
http://www.racingvictoria.net.au/
http://www.nsm.org.au/
http://www.vrc.net.au/
http://www.bartcummings.com.au/
http://www.sahof.org.au/
http://clatterymachinery.wordpress.com/2006/09/03/the-top-20-greatest-banjo-paterson-poems-of-all-time/
http://clatterymachinery.wordpress.com/2006/09/03/the-top-20-greatest-banjo-paterson-poems-of-all-time/
http://www.wallisandmatilda.com.au/banjo-paterson-poems.shtml
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Resource 1 Article 1  

 
The First Melbourne Cup-  1861 

 

) 

 
From a town of 20,000 inhabitants in 1850, the discovery of gold in Victoria 

transformed Mel bourne into a busy city of 140,000 within ten years. In one 

month alone (September 1852), nearly 20,000 immigrants arrived from 

overseas, attracted by the magic of gold! 

 

On Monday, 9 September 1861, at 8pm, the members of the Victoria Turf Club 

to consider the propriety of giving 100 pounds to be raced for at the 

com .  

 

The first Melbourne Cup was held on Thursday, 7th November 1861. News of 

the disastrous fate of the Burke and Wills expedition had reached town only six 

days before. The city was draped in mourning and the press devoted many 

columns to the story. Despite the general gloom, four thousand still turned up 

for the running of the Cup. 

 

On the day, Flemington was transformed with many thousands arriving via the 

railway from Spencer Street. Many still travelled via the Yarra River or by road, 

but the train was the transport of choice.  

 

Ladies were present that first Cup Day in bonnets and flounces, escorted by 

gentlemen in tightly buttoned frock coats and beaver hats. Bushy beards on 

the men were prominent; as were settlers in moleskin trousers and leggings, 

or knee boots. There was a sprinkling of gold diggers from Ballarat, standing 

out in their red shirts.  

 

Spiers and Pond were the caterers at the first Melbourne Cup and it is said 

Pond were also the caterers for the very first Test Match between England and 

Australia at the MCG later that year. 

 

The winner of the first Melbourne Cup was Archer; a Sydney horse that 

travelled all the way to Victoria for the Cup. Folklore suggests that Archer 

walked from Sydney but records indicate he was shipped. The prize was a hand 

beaten gold watch and 710 pounds. Archer won the Cup the following year 

(1862), once again beating Mormon for the second consecutive year. 
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Resource 2 

Melbourne Cup Timeline 

1861  Archer wins first Melbourne Cup . 

1862 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 

1867 

1868 

1869 nugget 

discovered in Moliagul. 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881  

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 Carbine sets record for carrying 

most weight in a field of 39 horses. 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 Federation is declared and 

Australia becomes a nation. 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910  

Australian skies . 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914  First Australian Airmail is 

delivered. World War 1 begins. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

designed by James Steeth. 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 Phar Lap wins the Cup. 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 
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1938 

1939  World War 2 begins. 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945  World war 2 ends. 

1946 

1947 

1948  The first Holden is released. 

Rimfire wins in photo -finish. 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 Melbourne hosts the Summer 

Olympic Games. Television arrives. 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 Jean Shrimpton wears mini -skirt t o 

Derby Day. 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 Apollo 11 lands on the Moon. 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 Skyhooks release Living in the 70s 

1975 PM Gough Whitlam sacked by 

Governor General 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 Australia celebrates  

bi-centenary. 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 Grey gelding and crowd  

favourite Subzero wins the  

Melbourne Cup. 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2001 

2002 

2003 Record crowd of 122,736  

people attend the Cup. 

2004 

2005 Makybe Diva wins third  

consecutive Cup. 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

2011  Black Caviar runs in  

Melbourne Cup carnival. 

2012
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Resource 3  Melbourne Cup Winners  
 

Year Winner 

 

Jockey 

 

Trainer  

 

Owner 

 

Time 

2011  

Dunaden 

 

C P Lemaire 

 

M Delzangles 

 

Sheik Fahad al -

Thani 

 

 

2010 

 

 

Americain 

 

Gerald Mosse 

 

Alain de Royer 

Dupre 

 

Gerry Ryan et al     

 

3.26.87 

 

2009 

 

Shocking Corey Brown Mark Kavanagh Eales Racing Pty Ltd 3.23.87 

2008 Viewed Blake Shinn  Bart Cummings  Tan Chin Nam, et al. 3.20.58 

2007 Efficient  Michael Rodd Graeme 

Rogerson 

Lloyd Williams et al. 3.23.34 

2006 Delta Blues  Yasunari Iwata Katsuhiko Sumii  Sunday Racing Co 

Ltd 

3.21.47 

2005 Makybe Diva Glen Boss Lee Freedman Emily Krstina 

Syndicate 

3.19.17 

2004 Makybe Diva Glen Boss Lee Freedman Emily Krstina 

Syndicate 

3.28.55 

2003 Makybe Diva Glen Boss David Hall Emily Krstina 

Syndicate 

3.19.90 

2002 Media Puzzle Damien Oliver Dermot K. Weld Dr M. W. Smurfit, et 

al. 

3.16.97 

2001 Ethereal  Scott Seamer Sheila Laxon P. J. & P. M. Vela 3.21.08 

2000 Brew  Kerrin McEvoy Mike Moroney Gurner's Bloodstock 

Co. 

3.18.68 

1999 Rogan Josh John Marshall  Bart Cummings  Mrs W. L. Green, et 

al. 

3.19.64 

1998 Jezabeel Chris Munce Brian Jenkins  A. K. Burr, et al. 3.18.59 

1997 Might and 

Power  

Jim Cassidy Jack Denham Mr N. Moraitis  3.18.33 

1996 Saintly Darren 

Beadman 

Bart Cummings  Dato Tan Chin Nam, 

et al. 

3.18.80 

1995 Doriemus  Damien Oliver Lee Freedman Pacers Australia 

Syndicate 

3.27.60 

1994 Jeune Wayne Harris David Hayes Shadwell Racing 3.19.80 

1993 Vintage Crop Michael Kinane Dermot K. Weld Dr M. W. Smurfit  3.23.40 

1992 Subzero Greg Hall Lee Freedman D H K Investments 3.24.70 

1991 Let's Elope  Steven King  Bart Cummings  Shoreham Park 

Syndicate 

3.18.90 

1990 Kingston Rule  Darren 

Beadman 

Bart Cummings  Mr & Mrs D. H. 

Hains 

3.16.30 

1989 Tawrrific  Shane Dye Lee Freedman  B. F. Avery, et al. 3.17.10 

1988 Empire Rose Tony Allan Laurie Laxon Mr & Mrs F. R. 

Bodle 

3.18.90 

1987 Kensei Larry Olsen  Les J. Bridge  K. M. Mitchell, et al. 3.22.00 

1986 At Talaq Michael Clarke  C S Hayes Shadwell Racing 3.21.70 

1985 What A 

Nuisance 

Pat Hyland John Meagher Lloyd & Suzy 

Williams  

3.23.00 
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